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COLLECTORS  WELCOME  NEW  BROWN  BOOK 


Once  again  we  look  forward  to  the 
release  of  a  coin  book  that  has  without 
doubt  become  one  of  the  most  indispens¬ 
able  collecting  tools  of  the  coin  hobby. 
Referred  to  by  almost  everyone  as  the 
“Brown  Book”  (because  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  color  of  its  cover),  A  Catalog  of 
Modern  World  Coins  has  over  the  years 
become  the  standard  reference  on  world 
coinage  by  type. 

R.  S.  Yeoman  authored  the  first  edi¬ 
tion  fifteen  years  ago,  and  it  continues 
today  as  one  of  the  most  sought-after 
Volumes  in  Whitman’s  coin  supply  prod¬ 
ucts  line.  With  the  release  of  this  new 
edition — the  tenth — the  number  of 
Broun  Books  made  since  the  first  will 
reach  the  half  million  mark.  Few  books 
in  any  field  can  point  to  such  a  success¬ 
ful  history  as  this. 

The  question  frequently  arises  as  to 
why  there  appears  this  steady  parade  of 
new  editions.  Isn’t  the  information  so 
refined,  so  balanced  with  clear  text  and 
photos,  that  there  need  not  be  a  new 
edition  for  quite  a  few  years?  The  an¬ 
swer  to  this  question  brings  up  the  very 
essence  of  why  the  Brown  Book  has  had 
an  unparalleled  history  of  success  and 
acceptance.  Let  us  analyze  what  kinds 
of  changes  have  gone  into  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  new  tenth  edition  as  com¬ 
pared  to  its  immediate  predecessor. 

The  first  point  of  emphasis  is  on  the 
pricing  structure  of  the  various  types. 
The  recent  and  steadily  growing  inter¬ 
est  in  collecting  of  world  coinage  by 
type,  and  even  by  date  and  mint,  has 
made  a  complete  repricing  of  just  about 
all  coins  in  the  book  a  necessity.  Col¬ 
lector  valuations  are  arrived  at  through 
participation  of  many  of  the  world’s 
leading  dealers  and  authorities  in  spe¬ 
cialized  fields.  Prices  are  submitted,  then 
Jivcraged  out  to  give  an  overall  mirror 
of  the  market  that  is  as  close  as  possible 
to  actual  market  conditions  at  the  time 
of  printing.  As  collecting  trends  swing 
from  one  field  to  the  other,  such  motion 
will  be  reflected  in  the  Brown  Book 


because  of  the  very  widespread  dealer 
coverage  in  the  pricing  of  each  series. 

This  same  collecting  trend  may  pro¬ 
duce  intense  interest  in  some  areas  pre¬ 
viously  ignored,  and  through  collective 
research  much  new  information  on  such 
areas  may  be  gathered.  This  has  been 
the  case  with  many  of  the  past  editions 
of  the  Brown  Book,  and  the  tenth  is  no 
exception.  On  the  contrary,  there  has 
been  extensive  revision  work  on  the  fol¬ 


data  plus  his  own  extensive  knowledge 
of  international  numismatics.  The  results 
of  his  efforts  can  be  seen  throughout 
the  areas  previously  mentioned,  and 
more  such  work  is  in  preparation.  There 
were  also  several  complete  revisions — 
Danzig,  Russian  Turkestan,  The  Sudan, 
and  Tunisia — and  one  completely  new 
listing  added — Russian  Caucasia.  In 
other  words,  the  heaviest  changes  are 
concentrated  in  the  lesser-known  areas 


Editor  Holland  Wallace  and  Ed  Bachorj,  Composing 
of  Modom  World  Coini. 

lowing  countries  and  areas:  Bhutan, 
Colombia,  India  native  states,  Nepal, 
Persia  (Iran),  Saudi  Arabia,  and  Tibet. 
Associate  editor  Holland  Wallace  is  re¬ 
sponsible  in  large  measure  for  the  com¬ 
piling  of  data  on  these  hitherto  “gray 
areas”  of  cataloging.  Much  new  infor¬ 
mation  was  sought  and  found  through 
the  help  of  many  outside  contacts  and 
Wallace  put  it  all  together,  using  this 


Room  foroman,  dittos*  makeup  of  forthcoming  Catalog 

of  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin  America, 
where  there  is  still  much  new  informa¬ 
tion  to  be  found. 

The  tenth  edition  has  other  features 
that  should  be  welcome:  it  is  printed  on 
non-glare  paper  so  that  notations  may 
more  easily  be  inserted;  it  has  a  great 
many  new  and  beautifully  prepared 
photos;  layouts  of  a  number  of  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  more  clearly  structured, 


and  the  information  in  general  has  had 
the  usual  updating  throughout.  In  some 
cases  lack  of  space  has  forced  the  de¬ 
letion  of  a  few  issues  of  the  early  1960’s, 
but  any  not  included  in  the  tenth  edition 
will  be  covered  in  the  companion  vol¬ 
ume,  Current  Coins  of  the  World.  It 
is  a  definite  part  of  our  editorial  plan¬ 
ning  to  reduce  the  amount  of  overlap 
between  the  Brown  Book  and  Current 
Coins,  and  the  next  edition  of  the  latter 
will  see  the  elimination  of  most  of  the 
existing  overlap. 


Another  unique  feature  of  the  Brown 
Book  is  the  listing  of  coins  by  the 
world-famous  “Y”  numbers.  At  this 
point  it  might  be  appropriate  to  define 
exactly  what  is  meant  by  “Y”  or  “Yeo¬ 
man”  numbers.  These  are  numbers  orig¬ 
inally  assigned  by  R.  S.  Yeoman  to  all 
modem  world  coinage  listed  by  type  and 
variety  in  the  Whitman  world  coin  cata¬ 
logs.  Everyone  accepts  and  uses  these 
numbers  as  a  matter  of  course — no  deal¬ 
er’s  price  list  is  without  them.  The  sys¬ 
tem  has  become  so  universally  accepted 
that  other  publishers  use  it  to  “key” 
their  listing  to  the  “Y”  number  listings. 
In  other  Whitman  publications  the  “Y” 
numbering  system  has  also  been  used  to 
advantage — the  series  of  books  by  Rob¬ 
ert  P.  Harris  is  a  good  example.  In 
Harris’  books,  which  list  coins  by  date 
and  mint,  each  type  coin  is  listed  by 
the  appropriate  Yeoman  number,  and 
the  entire  series  of  dates  and  mint  marks 
follo\vs,  with  values  and  mintage  figures 
for  each  piece. 

To  top  it  all,  the  retail  price  of  the 
Brown  Book  will  remain  at  a  modest 
$5.  This  must  surely  make  it  one  of  the 
best  numismatic  bargains  ever,  as  the 
painstaking  effort  that  has  gone  into  its 
production  to  make  it  the  “best  edition 
yet”  can  never  be  equated  in  terms  of 
purely  dollars  and  cents. 

The  collecting  of  foreign  coins  has  in 
the  past  few  years  been  the  most  popular 
area  of  growth  in  the  coin  hobby.  Each 
year  thousands  of  new  collectors,  not 
only  in  this  country  but  all  over  the 
world,  take  up  the  challenge  of  trying 
to  assemble  sets  of  foreign  coins.  Many 
begin  their  collection  with  a  single  coin 
from  each  country,  then  usually  advance 
to  assembling  coins  of  each  type  listed 
in  the  Brown  Book  and  Current  Coins. 
Other  more  ambitious  collectors  attempt 


to  save  all  the  coins  from  a  given  coun¬ 
try  by  type,  date,  and  mint  variety.  A 
few  brave  souls  have  even  attempted  to 
collect  all  world  coins  in  this  fashion. 
Whatever  the  collector’s  aim,  Whitman 
reference  books  on  these  coins  arc  in¬ 
dispensable  in  determining  the  variety 
of  coins  made  by  each  country.  ■ 

PLASTIC  COIN  BOX 
HAS  MANY  USES 

Several  years  ago  members  of  the 
Whitman  numismatic  staff  concluded 
that  one  of  the  most  needed  accessories 
for  coin  collectors — a  suitable  storage 
box — was  something  that  had  never 
been  properly  researched,  engineered, 
or  constructed.  There  were  a  number 
of  boxes  on  the  market  that  could  be 
used  for  coins,  but  only  a  few  had  been 
made  specifically  for  the  hobby,  and 
most  of  these  were  little  more  than 
handy  cardboard  boxes.  After  examining 
and  testing  samples  of  all  coin  boxes 
available  to  collectors  (including  some 


homemade  items),  the  Whitman  staff 
determined  to  design  a  “perfect”  coin 
storage  container. 

The  best  features  of  all  samples  ex¬ 
amined  were  listed  and  compared  to 
the  features  most  often  requested  by 
collectors  when  questioned  about  re¬ 
quirements  for  an  ideal  storage  box.-' It 
was  soon  decided  that  cardboard,  metal, 
and  wood  all  had  limiting  factors  that 
made  them  unsuitable.  The  broad  range 
of  plastics  was  then  explored  and  finally 
one  was  found  that  had  all  the  necessary 
qualities  of  inertness  (non-corrosive), 
high  impact  test,  rigidity,  color  accept¬ 
ance,  and  heat  resistance. 

Engineers  were  then  called  upon  to 
design  a  box  to  Whitman  specifications. 
Foremost,  it  had  to  hold  a  reasonable 
quantity  of  2"  x  2"  coin  envelopes.  Ap¬ 
proximately  100  seemed  a  good  number 
and  that  meant  a  9"  box — a  good  size 
for  handling  and  storing  in  any  bank 
deposit  vault.  The  container  section  was 
made  1 J4"  high  so  that  envelopes  could 
be  handled  and  read  with  ease.  The  lid 
had  to  fit  tightly  to  insure  air-free  pro¬ 
tection  as  nearly  as  possible.  A  quarter- 


inch  overlap  by  the  cover  accomplished 
that  nicely. 

Sides  of  the  complete  Whitman  box 
were  made  flush,  but  on  the  bottom  a 
small  knob  protrudes  at  each  cornec^^ 
These  knobs  fit  into  the  top  of  the  li^P 
so  that  boxes  may  be  stacked  with  some 
security.  On  the  inside,  removable  par¬ 
titions  separate  the  box  into  two  or 
three  sections  at  the  user’s  option. 

In  addition  to  coin  envelopes  the  box 
will  accommodate  2"  x  2"  plastic  hold¬ 
ers,  cardlx>ard  coin  mounts,  acetate  and 
vinyl  holders,  and  just  about  anything 
a  collector  might  care  to  use.  By  re¬ 
moving  one  or  both  partitions  it  will  also 
hold  Whitman  plastic  proof  set  holders 
or  any  unusual  items  up  to  9"  long. 

In  recent  years,  at  the  suggestion  of 
an  alert  dealer,  the  floor  of  each  box 
was  scored  with  ridges  to  keep  envelopes 
from  toppling  when  a  compartment  was 
not  filled  to  capacity. 

One  other  important  requirement  was 
also  met  in  the  Whitman  coin  box.  The 
suggested  retail  price  was  held  to  under 
$1.00 — the  usual  price  is  95<  each.  Stock 
number  is  9732. 

What  started  out  to  be  the  ideal  coin 
storage  container  has  now  developed 
into  something  more.  It  seems  that 
photographers  have  discovered  it  is  per¬ 
fect  for  storage  of  2"  x  2"  35mm  color 
transparencies;  fisherman  find  it  just 
what  they  need  for  plugs  and  tackles 
and  it  is  also  useful  around  the  home  fo^^ 
small  parts,  buttons,  screws,  and  miscel^^ 
laneous  hobby  items.  Whatever  its  use, 
it  is  a  king-size  bargain.  ■ 

NEW  COIN  PRODUCTS 
SHOWN  AT  TOY  FAIR 

The  69th  annual  Toy  Fair  held  in 
New  York  City  for  almost  a  month  start¬ 
ing  in  mid-February  was  by  all  reports 
the  largest  and  most  active  ever. 

Western  Publishing  Company,  as 


usual,  was  represented  at  the  Toy  Fair 
by  an  extensive  display  of  books,  games, 
and  activity  items.  Included  in  the  pre¬ 
sentation  were  preview  samples  of  two 
new  coin  supply  products. 

The  first  of  the  new  coin  items  that 
will  be  marketed  during  1972  is  a  series 
of  five  coin  folders  for  current  United 
States  coins.  These  folders  are  a  depart¬ 


ure  from  the  traditional  Whitman  blue 
folders  designed  for  both  modem  and 
obsolete  United  States  coins.  The  new 
current  issues  coin  collection  folders 
have  been  designed  to  appeal  to  the 
mass  market  of  beginners  or  non-collec¬ 
tors  who,  we  believe,  will  readily  accept 
this  easy  and  attractive  approach  to 
collecting  coins  that  are  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  circulation. 

The  series  consists  of  five  folders,  one 
for  each  denomination,  cent  through 
half  dollar.  Each  folder  is  printed  in  a 
different  brilliant  color  on  a  tan  back¬ 
ground.  Construction  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  blue  coin  folder,  except  slightly 
larger.  There  are  two  pages  of  punched 
holes  for  coins  and  an  end  flap  that 
folds  in  to  separate  the  pages. 

Concise,  helpful  information  printed 
on  the  flap  offers  new  collectors  all  the 
facts  needed  to  collect  and  understand 
the  coins  in  each  folder.  Only  those 
coins  found  in  circulation  are  needed 
to  fill  these  folders.  Cents  and  nickels 
begin  with  1959,  dimes  and  quarters 
with  the  clad  issues  of  1965,  and  the 
half  dollar  folder  covers  the  full  Ken¬ 
nedy  series.  Suggested  retail  price  of 
these  new  folders  is  75^  each. 

The  second  new  Whitman  coin  prod¬ 
uct  shown  at  the  Toy  Fair  was  a  series 
of  four  8"  x  10"  framable  coin  boards. 
These  boards,  somewhat  reminiscent  of 
the  original  1933  coin  boards,  are  de¬ 
signed  for  displaying  a  modem  coin 
collection  for  use  as  a  decorator  item. 
The  boards  may  be  framed  for  hanging 
or  display  in  a  number  of  ways.  They 


will  be  sold  singly  or  in  sets  of  four. 
Each  is  printed  with  an  attractive  full 
color  design  in  a  patriotic  theme.  The 
various  styles  cover  presidential,  histor¬ 
ical,  and  patriotic  coin  designs.  Each 
coin  needed  to  fill  the  boards  is  readily 
available  from  circulation  or  through 
dealers  at  a  modest  price.  Coins  and 
frames  will  not  be  included  with  the 
boards.  Suggested  retail  price  is  75^ 
each. 

Whitman  representatives  at  this  year’s 
Toy  Fair  report  that  many  buyers  ex¬ 
pressed  interest  in  these  new  coin  prod¬ 
ucts.  Toy  Fair,  which  is  held  each  year 
at  1107  Broadway,  New  York  City,  is 
a  meeting  place  where  manufacturers 
of  toys,  books,  games  and  related  items, 
display  the  year’s  new  line  of  products. 
Representatives  of  major  distributors  at¬ 
tend  this  annual  show  in  order  to  ap¬ 
praise  these  products  and  determine 
their  purchasing  requirements  for  the 
coming  year.  ■ 

STANDARD  CHECK  LIST 
EXPANDED  FOR  NEW  ISSUE 

A  revised  and  updated  edition  of  the 
standard  Whitman  Coin  Collectors 
Check  List  and  Record  Book  has  just 
gone  to  press.  The  check  list,  a  popular 
collector’s  item  for  many  years,  is  a 
handy  record  book  that  lists  all  United 
States  and  Canadian  coins.  Mintage  fig¬ 
ures  arc  given  for  each  coin,  and  space 
is  provided  so  that  a  collector  can  keep 
an  inventory  of  his  collection.  The  con¬ 
dition  and  price  of  a  coin  can  conven¬ 
iently  be  recorded,  major  types  are 
illustrated,  and  all  issues  including  com- 
memoratives  and  gold  are  covered  in 
this  booklet.  The  handy  pocket  size, 
3^6"  x  6",  accounts  for  much  of  the 
check  list’s  popularity.  It  can  be  con¬ 
veniently  carried  to  conventions  and 
coin  shows  for  quick  reference. 


The  new  edition  of  Whitman’s  check 
list  has  been  increased  in  size  to  128 
pages.  The  additional  space  was  used  to 
include  the  many  new  issues  that  have 
been  made  in  the  past  two  years.  Several 


United  States  coins,  including  the  Eisen¬ 
hower  dollar,  and  a  number  of  new 
dates  and  types  in  the  Canadian  series, 
plus  newly  discovered  varieties  in  both 
scries,  made  it  necessary  to  increase  the 
size  of  the  book.  A  number  of  new  coin 
illustrations  have  also  been  added  to 
increase  the  usefulness  of  this  handy 
volume.  All  coins  are  listed  from  the 
beginning  of  each  country’s  coinage. 

The  Whitman  Collectors’  Check  List 
is  available  in  two  forms:  bulk  pack  for 
single  over-the-counter  sales  and  an  in¬ 
dividual  carded  hanging  blister  pack 
for  mass  merchandise  display. 

The  check  list  in  bulk  pack  has  a 
suggested  retail  price  of  59<.  'Hie  in¬ 
dividual  blister  carded  check  list  is  de¬ 
signed  to  retail  for  69^.  The  new  higher 
price  is  allowable  under  government 
ruling  because  of  the  additional  number 
of  pages  in  this  new  printing.  ■ 

WHITMAN  RECEIVES  1971 
KRAUSE  SERVICE  AWARD 

A  special  citation  called  the  “1971 
Customer  Service  Award”  has  been 
given  to  Whitman  by  Krause  Publica¬ 
tions,  Inc.,  publishers  of  the  Numismatic 


News,  Coins  magazine,  and  Coin  Prices. 

Whitman  was  presented  an  attractive 
certificate  by  the  Krause  company  in 
recognition  of  outstanding  service  to 
customers  and  for  highest  business  stan¬ 
dards  in  accord  with  the  coin  publica¬ 
tions’  advertising  requirements. 

In  commenting  upon  the  award,  pub¬ 
lisher  Chester  L.  Krause  stated,  “We 
openly  solicit  letters  from  our  readers 
who  have  a  complaint  regarding  service 
from  dealers.  This  makes  your  record 
all  the  more  noteworthy.  You  have 
served  the  collector  and  our  industry 
well  this  past  year,  as  we  have  confirmed 
in  checking  with  our  subscribers.” 

Whitman  coin  supplies  arc  sold  by 
coin  dealers  throughout  the  country.  The 
Whitman  organization  places  institu¬ 
tional  advertising  in  all  the  leading  nu¬ 
mismatic  publications.  These  ads  are 
designed  to  promote  the  hobby  and 
Whitman  coin  supplies.  All  advertising 
directs  potential  customers  to  local  out¬ 
lets  where  these  supplies  arc  available.  ■ 


’73  RED  BOOK  TO  FEATURE 
SILVER  DOLLAR  SURVEY 

During  the  past  month  the  Whitman 
office  has  been  buzzing  with  activity 
assembling  literally  tens  of  thousands 
of  prices  into  the  final  compilation  that 
will  be  used  to  report  new  market  values 
in  the  26th  edition  of  the  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins.  Coin  Dealers 
from  all  parts  of  the  nation  have  been 


THeio  dollar*  ilorod  a»  We«»  Point  will  bo  »old 
during  1973. 


surveyed  for  their  opinions  about  current 
values  and  trends.  The  analysis  indicates 
that  major  price  revisions  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  1973  Red  Book  and  that 
many  coins,  particularly  type  coins  in 
choice  condition,  will  be  raised  in  value. 

Valuation  adjustments,  however,  will 
not  be  the  only  changes  in  next  year’s 
Red  Book.  The  editorial  staff  has  also 
been  busy  compiling  information  about 
new  varieties  and  items  of  importance 
that  will  be  added  to  the  book.  Under 
the  supervision  of  the  author,  R.  S.  Yeo¬ 
man,  the  26th  edition  of  A  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins  will  undoubtedly 
be  the  most  sophisticated  version  yet  to 
come  off  the  press.  Other  improvements 
will  include  new  illustrations,  text  re¬ 


visions,  corrections  of  minor  errors,  and 
a  special  9-page  section  outlining  the 
past  quarter  century  history  of  Morgan 
Dollar  values. 

In  the  special  feature  section,  which 
has  now  become  a  traditional  part  of 
the  Red  Book,  this  year’s  survey  covers 
a  topic  that  is  uppermost  in  collectors’ 
thinking — silver  dollars.  The  Morgan 
series,  coined  from  1878  through  1921, 
is  particularly  popular  this  year,  and 
renewed  interest  has  been  generated  by 
the  government’s  announced  plans  to 
sell  the  Treasury  hoard  of  approximately 
three  million  scarce  Carson  City  dollars. 

In  the  new  Red  Book  presentation  of 
the  Morgan  Dollar  history  data  is  given 
concerning  individual  prices  as  shown 
in  the  past  twenty-five  editions  of  this 
catalog.  Price  trends  and  collecting  hab¬ 
its  are  analyzed.  For  the  first  time,  per¬ 
haps,  many  collectors  will  become  aware 
of  the  exceptional  circumstances  that 
have  influenced  the  rise  and  fall  in  value 
of  this  most  unusual  scries  of  coins. 

One  thing  that  will  not  change  in 
the  new  Red  Book  is  the  suggested  re¬ 
tail  price,  which  once  again  has  been 
held  at  $2.50.  Physical  improvements  of 
the  book  will  include  a  new  type  of 
paper  designed  to  reduce  glare  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  better  surface  for  making  no¬ 
tations  (as  many  collectors  tend  to  do), 
and  a  new  binding  engineered  to  over¬ 
come  the  occasional  problem  of  pages 
tearing  loose.  Special  new  glues  and 
bindery  equipment  will  be  used  to  make 
the  binding  durable  enough  to  withstand 
the  heavy  constant  usage  to  which  these 
books  are  usually  subjected. 

Advance  orders  for  the  forthcoming 
Red  Book  will  probably  be  heavier  than 
ever  because  the  anniversary  edition 
was  a  complete  sellout  and  many  parts  of 
die  country  have  been  without  Red 
Books  for  some  time  now.  ■ 


Vol. 


2 


April-June  1972 


WHITMAN  COIN 
SUPPLY  MERCHANDISER 

Published  quarterly  by 


WESTERN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC. 


1220  Mound  Avenue,  ftocine,  Wisconsin  53404 
Telephone:  Area  414  633-2431 


FIRST  CLASS  MAIL 


Merchandiser  Editor  . Kay  Andreasen 

Sales  Director . Jerry  Huebner 

Department  Monagor  .  Konneth  Bresselt 

Available  without  charge  to  all  of  our  dealer 
friends  to  better  acquaint  you  with  the  Whitman 
coin  supply  line  and  to  assist  you  in  merchan¬ 
dising  our  products. 

Whitman  coin  supplies  are  available  through 
special  jobbers  conveniently  located  in  every 
trade  area.  Names  of  jobbers  in  your  locality 
will  be  sent  upon  request. 


COIN  SUPPLY  PRICES 
UNCHANGED  SINCE  FREEZE 

Recent  government  rulings  have  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  complete  line  of  Whit¬ 
man  coin  supply  products  is  subject  to 
the  August  1971  price  freeze.  Since  that 
date  no  changes  have  been  allowed  in 
the  prices  this  company  can  charge  for 
its  manufactured  products,  and  since 
that  time  no  changes  have  been  made. 

Unfortunately,  during  August,  just 
prior  to  the  President’s  proclamation, 
several  of  the  Whitman  products  were 
scheduled  for  price  revisions  in  accord 
with  higher  manufacturing  costs.  One 
book,  Let’s  Collect  Coins,  by  Ken  Brcs- 
sett,  had  just  been  printed  when  the 
order  was  received.  A  suggested  retail 
price  of  75<  was  printed  on  the  cover, 
but  under  the  new  law  Whitman  cannot 
charge  more  than  the  original  wholesale 
price  that  was  the  basis  for  the  book 
normally  being  sold  at  5(V  retail. 


We  recommend  that  dealers  continue 
to  sell  this  book  at  no  more  than  50f, 
despite  its  cover  price.  Fifty  cent  price 
stickers  are  available  through  this  office 
on  request. 

The  popular  Let’s  Collect  Coins  book¬ 
let,  a  bargain  at  any  price,  is  all  the 
more  so  now  because  it  can  never  again 
be  duplicated  at  its  present  price.  ■ 


